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Șpěǻķěř Șěřįěș
The creator of PostSecret, a Harvard professor who ran for president and an Emmy
Award winner are among those selected for this year’s University of Dayton Speaker
Series.
ňěẅș
The series brings to campus a diverse group of speakers who have achieved substantial national or international
recognition. Their talks are free, open to the public and no tickets are required.
While they are on campus, the speakers will also engage with students, faculty and staff in classrooms and other
settings to advance learning and dialogue in the campus community.
“This year’s speakers were selected from among 90 nominations submitted by students, staff, faculty and campus
organizations,” said Kathleen Watters, associate professor of communication and chair of the Speaker Series
committee. “The speakers are distinguished scientists, educators and activists who will engage us in discussions on
a wide range of timely and important issues, including race and diversity, climate change, mental illness and politics
and citizenship.” 
Frank Warren, founder of PostSecret.com, a website that displays a collection of highly personal secrets on
postcards mailed anonymously from around the world, begins the series at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 8, in the
Kennedy Union ballroom.
His talk, “The Power of Secrets: Inspiring Conversation,” is part of Suicide Prevention Week programming. Warren
will discuss why he has made suicide awareness part of his life's work. Audiences will also get to see postcards that
were banned from his books, and have the opportunity to share their own secrets live during the interactive
program. A book signing will immediately follow.
Lawrence Lessig, a Harvard Law professor who ran for the Democratic presidential nomination, will speak at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 21, in the Kennedy Union ballroom. His talk on "The Importance of the First Presidential Debate"
comes just a week before the first debate between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump. A book signing will
immediately follow.
James Balog, an acclaimed photographer and founder of the Extreme Ice Survey, will speak as part of Sustainability
Week programming at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 17, in the Kennedy Union ballroom. Balog’s Extreme Ice Survey is the
most wide-ranging photographic study of glaciers ever conducted. He is a global spokesman on climate change and
humans' impact on the environment. His Emmy-award winning film, Chasing Ice, has been screened at the White
House and United Nations. His talk, "When Mountains Move,” will be followed by a book signing.
Paul Loeb, whose Soul Of a Citizen: Living With Conviction In Challenging Times is a handbook for anyone wishing
to make a difference, continues the series at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 27, in the Kennedy Union ballroom. A book
signing will follow.
Jelani Cobb, a New Yorker staff writer who focuses on race, the police and injustice, is the Annual Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. commemorative speaker. His talk, "The Half-Life of Freedom: Race and Justice in America
Today," will take place at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24, in the Kennedy Union ballroom. A book signing will immediately
follow.
The series will conclude with the Stander Symposium keynote address on April 6, 2017. Details will be announced
soon.
TOPICS Campus and Community
More information on the 2016-17 Speaker Series is available online. Parking for the events is available without a
permit in B and C lots only. Parking in any other campus lot requires a permit.
For more information, contact Meagan Pant, assistant director of media relations, at 937-229-3256 or
mpant1@udayton.edu.
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On The Academic Minute
Assistant sociology professor Ruth Thompson-Miller was featured on the popular radio program, The Academic
Minute, explaining the lasting effects of Jim Crow laws.
READ MORE 
Colleges That Pay You Back
The Princeton Review named the University of Dayton among the top “Colleges That Pay You Back” in a new book
that examines academics, affordability and graduates’ career prospects
READ MORE 
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